no     THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT
in addition for lodging, I never was a sou in debt—I always had a dread of it.
I bought a new horse—not as good as the' Navarrese, but the general inspection, which the First Consul had re-established, was drawing near, and I was obliged to be mounted without delay; all the more that we were going to be inspected by the celebrated General Bourcier, who had a great reputation for severity. I was told off to go to receive him with a detachment of thirty men. He met me very kindly, and spoke of my father, whom he had known well, which did not prevent him from putting me under arrest the next day. You shall hear the reason ; it is a good story.
One of our captains, named B------, a fine young fellow,
would have been one of the handsomest men in the army if his calves had been in keeping with the rest of his person; but he had legs like stilts, which had a very bad effect with the tight—so-called Hungarian—pantaloons worn at that time by the chasseurs. In order to meet this inconvenience,
Captain B------had had some good-sized pads made in the
shape of calves, which made his handsome figure complete. Ton shall see how these false calves cost me an arrest, though they were not the sole cause of it. It was prescribed by the regulations that the officers should have their horses' tails long, like those of the troopers. Our colonel, M. Moreau, was always admirably mounted, but all his horses had their tails docked, and, as he feared that General Bourcier, who was very strict in maintaining the regulations, would reprimand him for setting a bad example to his officers, he had caused, for the purposes of the inspection, false tails to be attached to all his horses. These were so marvellously well fitted that unless you knew you would have thought them natural. We went to the inspection, to which General Bourcier had invited General Suchet, inspector of infantry, as well as General Gudin, commanding the territorial division. They were accompanied by a numerous and brilliant staff; the business took a long time, the movements were nearly all carried out at a gallop, and ended with several charges at full speed. I was commanding a section in the centre, formingve francshere I was received with open arms byree to take part again in hostilities.
